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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT  

 

 
Dear Members 
 
As we start a new year we look at what we have achieved and what is still to 
come for 2015. At ASPC we are very excited about the 9th annual conference  
which is now all confirmed for the 12th and 13th June at the Hinckley Island  
Hotel in Leicester. The council have reviewed your feedback from last year’s 
success conference and have put together what we hope will be a valuable and 
thought provoking two days. You told us how much you enjoyed the talk given 
by Professor Michael Labrecque, this year we are delighted to have Dr Doug 
Stein, a world renowned vasectomist from Florida joining us at the conference.        
Conference places are now available to book, please do take a look on the     
website.  
 
The recently published NHS 5 year forward review raises many interesting   
discussion points regarding the future of Primary Care. Simon Stevens says on 
page 16 of the report ‘ Over the next five years and beyond the NHS will        
increasingly need to dissolve these traditional boundaries’ and ‘ Out-of-hospital 
care needs to become a much larger part of what the NHS does’. He goes on to 
say ‘In Kent, 20 GPs and almost 150 staff operate from three modern sites 
providing many of the tests, investigations, minor injuries and minor surgery 
usually provided in hospital. It shows what can be done when general practice 
operates at scale. Better results, better care, a better experience for patients and 
significant savings’.  
 
In other news ASPC have been continuing to provide feedback to the CQC    
regarding fees for registered providers. We told the CQC ‘The Association of    
Surgeons in Primary Care represents GP’s and Health professionals who      
undertake surgery in the community. The majority of our members provide 
community surgery by means of an AQP contract or an enhanced service     
specification. Whilst we support best practice, patient safety and robust        
regulation we find the raise in fees disappointing given the lack of clarity      
surrounding regulation for our members who provide an extended minor     
surgery service’.   
 
ASPC continues to offer support, training and audit nationally in respect of 
vasectomy and minor ops.  There are opportunities for  GPwSI to learn more 
regarding hernia repairs in a non hospital setting.  Please see our website or 
contact  lisa.gregory@aspc-uk.net for further information which you may find 
useful. ASGBI are also looking into the training program for surgical registrars 
and are considering how the program could include training in the community. 
We offer our full support and will keep you posted as this develops.   
 
I hope you find the rest of the newsletter useful, please do provide feedback via 

the website if there are topics or information you would like us to include in 

future.  

 
Best Regards 

Vijay Kumar 
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Courses and Events 

 

Vasectomy Study Day 

7th May 2015, Manchester  

Upgrade and Up skill 

See ASPC website or contact 

s.lim@nhs.net 

 

ASPC 2015 Conference 

12th/13th June 2015 

Hinckley Island Hotel 

See ASPC website for booking 

form 

 

 

 

AUDIT 

Vasectomy 
You should be making sure you have 
collected all your returns for the 4 
Month Post Op for vasectomies   
undertaken between 1st April 2013 
and 31st march 2014, as per         
previous email. 
This will be the collection of data 
required for the 2015 conference. 
Audit sheet for the 2015 conference 
will be with you by the end of 
March. 
The new 2015/16 immediate       
post-op questionnaires for use after 
1st April 2015 will be with you in the 
next couple of weeks. 
Those using Survey Monkey will get 
a whole new set of videos on how to 
use survey Monkey for your collec-
tion of data over the next few weeks. 
The password is soon to change on 
Survey Monkey. 
This will only be sent to those who 
have paid their subscription, so 

please make sure you have set up 
your direct debit correctly for 2015 
Carpel Tunnel 
The audit never got fully organised 
this year, apologies. 
If you have done an audit though for 
2014 then please can you email me 
and tell me you have done one. 
I can then get compiling names and 
data. 
Also, anything any of our carpel 
tunnel surgeons want to discuss 
during our workshops at the 2015 
conference? 
Gareth James 
Audit Lead ASPC 
Gtbvas@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

New Council Member  

 

ASPC  is delighted to introduce Dr Rhiannon Day-Thompson who 

was  recently cop-opted to  the council.   

Dr Rhiannon Day-Thompson is training as a GP in North              

Worcestershire. She qualified as a doctor in Wales in 2002, and     

embarked on a career in General Surgery. After completing Basic 

Surgical Training and MRCS in the UK, she went on walkabout to 

Australia where she worked as a Surgical Registrar until 2011. On  

returning to the UK, she gained a MSc in Medical Anthropology at 

UCL, and then commenced GP training. She is also a freelance     

Medical Writer, having worked most recently for BMJ Learning. She 

is interested in holistic patient care and delivering care at a local  

level, and is keen to promote the provision of ‘closer to home’     

surgical services. 

BROWNS MINOR 

SURGERY             

TEXTBOOK 

 

Our Vice President Jonathan  Botting  has  
edited the fifth edition of Browns Skin 
and Minor Surgery. The publication is 
available from the RCGP bookshop and 
Amazon: 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/

Browns-Skin-Minor-Surgery-

Edition/dp/1444138367 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/

bookshop/books/new-and-

noteworthy/browns-skin-and-

minor-surgery.aspx 

The book contains sections from some of 
our other council members and is  de-
scribed as follows:  

This authoritative,  highly illustrated text 
and colour atlas provides a  systematic 
guide to commonly   performed minor 
surgical and   dermatology procedures.                 
Accompanied by video clips, this    critical 
resource on skin and minor surgery is 
designed for all trainees and practition-
ers, including   experienced surgeons,                      
dermatologists, family  doctors,   nurses, 
and the supporting healthcare team. 
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Conference Booking Information 

                Please see ASPC website www.aspc-uk.net for information on how to book and make payment. 

 

Conference  

Booking  

Information 

Members:  

1 day £100 

2 day £150 

Non Members: 

1 day £150 

2 day £225 

Nurses and Managers 

£50 

Training Grades 

 1 day £100 

2 day £150 

 

Please see ASPC website 

for information on how to 

book and make             

payments. 

 

  Members Non Members Training Grade Nurses/ Managers 

Both Days £150 £225 £150 £75 

Friday £100 £150 £100 £50 

Saturday £100 £150 £100 £50 

Friday Dinner £30 £30 £30 £30 


