
 

Members’ Newsletter 

Autumn  2014 

Dear Member, 

As the academic year starts again, the PCSA Committee wishes to update you on the range of activities that are 

ongoing to promote the aims of the Association and which have been pursued since the AGM. 

We hope that the following reports will be of interest. We welcome your input at any time on any or all of these 

matters. 

On behalf of the whole committee, 

Niall Maguire 
Chairman 

 

 

  

Contact Dr Niall Maguire on 087 97 28 793 , by email at niallnavan@yahoo.ie or via the website www.pcsa.ie 
Dr David Buckley, Secretary; Dr Colum Gavin, Treasurer, Dr Mark McCormick, Membership Secretary,  

Dr Noreen Lineen-Curtis, Webmaster, Dr Mukesh Lalloo, Dr Neil Healy, Dr Sinead McKenna, Dr Tony O’Sullivan,Dr Declan Larkin 

 

ACCREDITATION 

It has become clear to the Association that many of our aims will be more likely 

realised if members can avail of a credentialing process. 

Whether we seek to encourage the resourcing of skin surgery in primary care, 

defend the ability of community surgeons to manage skin cancers or promote 

private health insurance commissioning, accreditation of our service is a 

recurring theme. 

A subgroup of the Committee has established a working group with the ICGP to 

develop a multidisciplinary group, with the authority of the ICGP to oversee an 

accreditation mechanism. This will be based on the system  developed by the 

PCSA and mandated at the AGM. It is likely that this undertaking will have an 

impact on how the ICGP organises its Skin Surgery Skills programme.  

 

The ICGP Board will be asked to sanction the allocation of resources to this task 

at its September meeting. 

The ICGP was represented by Dr Margaret O Riordan, Medical Director, Dr Tony 

Cox, President, Mr Nick Fenlon, Director of Education and Dr John Cox, Chair of 

Education Governance. 

Dr Tony O Sullivan, Dr Sylvia McKenna and Dr Niall Maguire represented the 

PCSA at our first meeting on July 29th 2014. 

This ICGP hosted taskgroup is expected to start its work in the late Autumn and 

will be an important  aspect of the  Associations’ work programme in  

2014-15. 

Tony O Sullivan, Sylvia McKenna, Niall Maguire, and David Buckley are the 

members of this subcommittee. 

 

WEBSITE 

Noreen Lineen-Curtis has made big strides in 

working with Tom Murphy of MyDr.ie. in order 

to streamline the content and functionality of 

www.pcsa.ie. This is a superb educational and 

practice management resource and we would 

encourage all members to visit regularly, and 

especially to contribute to the numerous clinical 

case discussions.   

 

 

Project ECHO  

 

Preliminary discussions have been held with the      

ECHO Ireland group (Rebecca Kilbane) around the 

feasibility of providing virtual MDT access to PCSA 

members based out of St James’ Hospital. 

Mr Vinod Malik, Surgical Research Fellow at SJH is 

exploring collaboration with Plastic Surgery, 

Pathology and Dermatology colleagues. 

MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Please advise our membership secretary, Dr Mark McCormick( gardenvalesurgery@gmail.com))if your contact 

details have changed. Please do make sure to pay the annual subscription for 2014 directly to our Treasurer,  

Dr Colum Gavin (colum_gavin@hotmail.com) or online at  www.pcsa.ie. 
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PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE 

A significant part of the Committee’s work, as usual, relates to developing our relationship with the private health 

insurance providers. A subcommittee met on April 29th and May 21st to elaborate a PCSA proposal to the PHI industry. 

We had expert consultation from Dermot Goode of Bestinsurancesavings.ie around making an approach to one of the 

main players. Our initial proposal (July 2014) has not met with success but this Autumn we plan to renew our campaign 

to establish a special provider status with one or more of the PHI firms. 

Beyond this, the committee is constantly alert to adverse rule changes or fee reductions in the PHI contract and will 

continue to make representation on our behalf, as the need arises. In the course of 2013-14, we have successfully 

lobbied for the acceptance by the VHI that fully participating providers are entitled to charge for the use of their facility 

in addition to the agreed professional fee. Furthermore, specific changes to the VHI fee schedule in relation to IGTN 

was made. 

David Buckley, Christy O Rourke, Mukhesh Lalloo, Colm Gavin, Tony O Sullivan and Niall Maguire constitute the 

subcommittee. 

 MENTORING 

From 2014, it is possible for those seeking supervised 

training beyond the introductory practical courses such 

as those organised by the ICGP or the RCGP to arrange 

regular sessions with a surgical mentor through the PCSA. 

If you would like to avail of this opportunity or would like 

to become a mentor, please contact Sylvia McKenna 

(wh.sylviamckenna@gmail.com) 

PUBLIC PROVISION  

The Association, chiefly through the efforts of Tony O Sullivan and Mukesh Lalloo continue to pursue the goal of transfer 

of services to the community under a policy of Money Follows the Patient. More recently Dr Neil Healy joined the 

Committee and has been representing us at the HIQA Health Technology Assessment group, which is actively 

considering the most appropriate setting for skin surgery. 

Ross Ardill Research Award 2015 

 

Congratulations to Dr John O Keefe on winning the 

inaugural award in 2014 for his paper on minimally 

invasive vasectomy. 

Members should start thinking about application for the 

2015 award to be presented at the AGM 2015 

which will be held in Dublin in the Autumn. 

 

Enquiries to Dr Niall Maguire (niallnavan@yahoo.ie) 

 
Dr Wal Hussain, teaching at the ASM, Cork  May 11th  2014 

 
Dr David Buckley represented the PCSA as guest speaker 

at the ASPC Annual Conference in May. 

We congratulate Dr Vijay Kumar on his election as 

President. 

The PCSA and ASPC provide reciprocal membership and 

conference rebates to our members. 

OTHER NEWS 

Updated guidance on the management of Suspicious 

Pigmented Lesions and NMSC are available on the 

website.                      ****** 

Noreen Lineen-Curtis has all but finalised our application 

for charitable status and our constitution. 

                                     ****** 

Niall Maguire met with Rory O Driscoll (Health.one), 

Claire Collins (CEO iPCRN), Robert O Dwyer (iPCRN) and 

Ronan McDonnell (iPCRN) on June 26th to iron out 

ongoing difficulties with the technological aspects of the 

Community Surgical Audit Project. Completion depends 

on programming time and is expected in Spring 2015. 

                                     ****** 

Bulk buying arrangements have been negotiated with 

several suppliers. Check with us for details. 

                                     ****** 

Niall Maguire and the NE GP Training Scheme are 

collaborating with Dr Niamh O Carroll at the ICGP on a 

surgical skills curriculum statement for GP training. 
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