
So far in 2017...

ASPC President's Newsletter 2017

From: Professor Vijay Kumar
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
I have some exciting news to share with all of you out there working so hard.
 
 Firstly, I would like to introduce three new members of the ASPC team: 
 
Julian Whitehead, Secretary to the Council, has been appointed and brings with
him expertise of working with a primary care surgical team and has particular
skills in marketing. 
Martyn Francis, event managing at the conference, has a background in
daycare service businesses and working with CCGs.
Faith Studd, Membership Secretary, who many of you will remember from
previous conferences, is looking after the membership and administration.
The new team is keen to hear your feedback and experiences of ASPC as they
look to build upon and improve the organisational management of your
association, for you.
 
There has been considerable change in the landscape of commissioning and
provider status in England, not all of it being good.   In the AQP side of
community surgery, ophthalmology, carpal tunnel and vasectomies have
increased in some parts of the country whereas in other parts, particularly down
south, vasectomies been hard hit.  There have been  concerns at the lowering
of the tariff provided for vasectomies and it is frustrating to see such variation
across CCG’s.  I feel that the work being put in to provide care closer to the
home at a fraction of the costs of the hospital has not been truly appreciated.
 
Last year Laurel Spooner and myself  provided information to the Parliamentary
Health Select Committee  which clearly showed the benefits of community
surgery. 
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We are in the purdah of the upcoming elections after which we hope the Health
Secretary will open his eyes for commissioning more work in the community. 
Please note  that in the  GP 5 year forward review there has been considerable
mention of more work in the community.  Please  push your STP’s and CCG
commissioners on this point.
 
I continue to support GPWSI’s with their interest nationally  including various
colleagues who have requested my advice on both the commissioning and on
the provision side, far south as Southampton as far north as Middlesbrough.  I
have also been supportive of colleagues who want to move away from
traditional surgical work and work in the community and also provision of
support for colleagues who wish to take up vasectomies and other
procedures.   Laurel and Tony Feltbower did a fantastic job in running the
“training in the trainer” programmes and we have trained colleagues who can
train other colleagues to perform these procedures in the community.  We have
the support of Consultants who work in the community who are able to support
aspiring GPWSI’s in the community.  Accreditation is still in limbo at the
moment as CCG’s  slowly take control of the work done by NHS England.The
attempt by RCGP national council to take over accreditation has not been
realised.
 
We have been fighting  your corner with RCGP National Council , NHS
England, Health Education England and flying the flag for GPwSI work  in the
community.   We published a paper on joint working with consultants in the
community which was poublished in the  peer reviewed ASGBI journain the
 Autumn of 2016.
 
We have had numerous visitors from abroad including as far as Kazakhstan to
look at the the GPWSI role.  I have  just got back from Kazakhstan to see how
the poly clinic could be taken on by the Government here (education is two
ways rather than one way).  
 
The Annual Conference in one weeks’ time!  You will have received various
emails from Julian and  we would, of course, like all our  members to attend. 
We  have an array of international speakers including  Sijo Parketil , Robotics
Community Urology Surgeon from Florida . Plus we have Laloo, part of the Irish
Contingent  who can teach us a thing or two from where they are  unfettered by
NICE .  Raj Dhumale , the  Founding President  of ASPC will be talking about
community surgery down the years and his role with “Operation Hernia” the UK
charity set up up to provide hernia surgery  particularly in the third world and
which gives  the opportunity for British Community Surgeons to train in hernia
repairs.   We also have a hair transplant workshop on a Saturday (we usually
have one “unusual” surgery theme in every conference).   Please book early to
avoid any disappointment in terms of the first night’s dinner. Please do



remember the ASPC conference is for your whole team and not just for the
Surgeons.  Workshops are there for Practice Managers, Practice Nurses and
Healthcare Assistants who truly value the information they  take back and the
opportunity to network with their colleagues who come from other parts of the
UK.
 
The Council will be appointing two new members from among your ranks. It is a
fulfilling role both for the interest of the work, the pioneering spirit and the
friendships made with colleagues.
 
Looking forward to seeing you all in Leamington Spa, 19th-20th May
Vijay Kumar

Teaching- GPwSI in Ljubljana,
Slovenia February 2017

Helping Irish colleagues on
Commisioning in Cork - Rep. of

Ireland

Conference of Primary care doctors
and GPwSI - Kazakastan

A word from Tony Feltbower:

Training 
I am still the main ASPC contact for training and peer review for vasectomists and happy to
receive any questions and enquiries. We can still do with more more of you to come forward to
be registered as a trainer especially now that Laurel has retired. I employ a slightly different
training model. Instead of providing all the training myself, I personally now prefer to encourage
most initial training to be undertaken locally (after an initial visit to my surgery observe, chat and



discuss training), and then I would supervise / observe a (hopefully) final session to sign off as
now being competent. This is often more convenient and cheaper although it may be difficult to
find someone locally who is willing to train but you do not have to be a registered trainer to be
able to do this - anyone can train and this would be covered by myself as the Principle Trainer
(as approved by the FSHA) and I would retain responsibility for the overall training program and
responsibility for ensuring someone is competent before letting them loose to operate
independently.
Peer Review
I have visited a number of practices around the country to both confirm competence after being
trained locally, as well as to undertake a peer review of their vasectomy service, including
observation of surgical technique (this is recommended to be done every 3 years). I always
enjoy this, and I always come away with having seen something slightly new / different that
makes me think about my own vasectomy service, and invariably I make changes, even if only
small, whether in the setup within the operating room, or something in the information leaflet /
consent form. I believe I am also able to provide input into their service as to how to improve
efficiency / safety and I am sure that it is always appreciated and useful. I continue to be
surprised that some of you allow 1 hour per patient
- this can always be improved, and I believe reduced to 30-40 minutes per patient without
compromising safety or patient satisfaction, potentially doubling the numbers seen in a session,
hence doubling income. I know I used to make a charge for this service, but I am very keen to
encourage more efficient and safe services, and I am now willing to come to any surgery to
observe / demonstrate free of charge apart from reasonable travelling and subsistence
expenses, although there will still be a charge for completion of training for new vasectomists.
Just ask!
Tony Feltbower
Tony.feltbower@yahoo.co.uk
07774983527

The Annual ASPC Conference

 

Last chance to book tickets for The Annual ASPC Conference -
Operation Excellence 19th-20th May !!
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